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_ Proposal _ 

 Bärenmühlendurchgang
 Lack of Light :: Mass of Motion :: Courtyard of Silence :: Tense Perception

Project Summary
Idea – Our Proposal for the area around the TU Vienna Main Building and the Karlsplatz was to work on a 
special area in the Freihaus Viertel, called Bärenmühldurchgang. The place has very special characteristics; 
it is situated around a high-frequented crossing of three big roads and is a connection point of two impor-
tant areas, the Karlsplatz and the Naschmarkt. A Mass of Motion is the consequence of these subjects. The 
quality of the passage is very low, both day and night we discovered a Lack of Light; strong shadows are 
breaking down, which creates a very tense perception. Inside the passage a courtyard of silence rises to the 
sky.
Space – The initiation of the analysis was the chosen space within an expanded area to the TU Vienna Main 
Building. We focused on several key points: History, Motion, Light & Shadow, Noise and Perception. The 
Output of all this information was filled by us in linear structures, we combined them and brought this const-
ruction in a tense perception of motion, light, shadow and noise.
Then we went deeper and finalized our analysis in the Bärenmühldurchgang. For this space we wanted to 
create something reflective and expandable.
Concept -  The flow of pedestrians follows the form of the given space, the light encourages to move des-
pite darkness. The flow of light is interrupted by the courtyard of darkness. This unused space is typical for 
urban backyards, which lose more and more importance. Our approach is to give back these urban courts 
their relevance in a city. So we use the existing lights and reuse them. Positioned through the parameter 
space, light, motion and noise. In detail that means depending on the tense perception between these para-
meters, the lower the tense the more space we have to work on. Furthermore the flow of people interacts 
with the lights, the more people, the more interaction. It all cumulates in the courtyard, our main point of inte-
rest; there all the things get together. With this lack of perception we position and guide the light through the 
passage and merge it in the backyard.
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